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found that two-thirds of the community received
per head half the average income; while i per cent
enjoyed more than a third of the national wealth.1
This means that for 66 per cent, or the majority,
of the population, any gross figure of the average
national income per head must be exactly halved
to represent what it actually gets. In other words,
if the average gross national income per head is
taken to be Rs. 62, or $ 18.60 per year, the true
gross income for 66 per cent of the population would
be Rs. 31, or $ 9.30 per head per year; What do
these figures mean in terms of living conditions ?
The leading Indian economists, Shah and Kambatta
express it as follows:

"The average Indian income is just enough
either to feed two men in every three of the
population, (or give them all two in place
of every three meals they need), on condition
that they all consent to go naked, live out
of doors all the year round, have no amuse-
ment or recreation, and want nothing else
but food, and that the lowest, the coarsest,
the least nutritious."2

1K. T. Shah, and Others, The Economic backgrounds p. 12.
2 Shah and Kambatta, op. rit.9p. 253.